
Life Is Like The Game Of Golf 
By Jeanne Loehnis 
 
It’s May in Wisconsin. The avid golfer is already shining up the clubs, checking the pro 
shop for the latest and greatest golf ball on the market, and itching for a favorite course to 
open. The golf addict has already played many times between late season snows on any 
course that might be open. Those who don’t golf, well, they just don’t understand why 
anyone would want to waste several hours on a gorgeous afternoon and chase a little 
white ball around! 
 
Ask any golfer why they play, however, and you will hear things like: 
 

• it feels SO good when the shot goes exactly as I’d envisioned 
• whenever I surpass my score from yesterday, I am filled with hope 
• despite a poor score, it’s those 25 foot putts and 250 yard, straight-as-an-arrow 

drives that keep me coming back 
• today I let my temper get the best of me but once I replace the putter I broke in 

two, I will prove to myself that I can shoot par 
 
Golf is a very personal experience. The golfer is in an endless competition with self. No 
one else, observer or fellow player, sees every shot. No one but the caddy is likely to 
understand the difficulty of the shot, especially those where the ball is in a divot and a 
tree stands tall and dead center as you face the hole. At those times, it is vital to keep 
one’s temper in check and be patient, hit around the tree and into the fairway, and waste a 
stroke in the process. Finally, on the next shot, go for the hole again. And after a double-
bogey 5 on what should have been an easy par 3, let it go! Every hole is a new beginning. 
Carrying forward the disappointment or anger from a previous hole is a sure recipe for a 
repeat performance. 
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Jeanne Loehnis, spiritual singer and songwriter, with a B.A. in Music from Lawrence 
University, is a professional computer programmer/analyst and manager at Lawrence. 
Contact Jeanne at SongsForYourSpirit@new.rr.com. Discover Jeanne’s creative 
expression at www.SongsForYourSpirit.com. Check out Unity Church of Christianity at 
http://www.focol.org/unity/ for one source of her spiritual nourishment and outlet for 
creative expression. 
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